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Rationale 

 

Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them 

to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s 

experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life 

chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good 

parenting and high-quality early learning together provide the foundation children 

need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.  
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(‘The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.’ DfE September 

2021). 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of 

the Reception year.  

 

Early childhood is the foundation on which children build the rest of their lives. At 

Nunney First School we greatly value the importance that the EYFS plays in laying 

secure foundations for future learning and development. This policy has been 

developed in conjunction with the relevant DfE guidance and legislation to ensure 

that each child has a happy and positive start to the time at school and the 

opportunity to build the foundations for a love of learning. 

 

This policy is based on requirements set out in the 2021 statutory framework for the 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). 

 

At Nunney First School, we: 

• Promote our school values of Togetherness, Happiness, Respect, 

Independence, Variety and Excellence 

• Provide a safe, stimulating, caring and sharing environment which is sensitive 

to the needs of the child, including children with additional needs. 

• Ensure that every child receives enjoyable and challenging learning as well as 

development experiences tailored to meet their specific needs 

• Provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will set in 

place firm foundations for future learning and development in Key Stage 1 

and beyond 

• Promote outdoor learning 

• Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the child’s stage 

of development and individual needs 

• Develop high-quality relationships with parents and carers to enable us to 

work in partnership throughout the year 

• Ensure that all children, irrespective of ethnicity, culture, religion, home 

language, family background, learning difficulties, disabilities, gender or 

ability, have the opportunity to experience a challenging and enjoyable 

programme of learning and development 

 

 

 

 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum follows the latest Development Matters 

document, and is based upon the seven key features of effective practice:   

• The best for every child  

• High-quality care  

• The Curriculum: what we want the children to learn  

• Pedagogy: helping children to learn  

• Assessment: checking what children have learnt  

• Self-regulation and executive function  

• Partnership with parents  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
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This policy explains how our practice is underpinned by these seven features.   

  

The best for every child 
 

At Nunney First School, we recognise that every child is unique and that children 

develop in individual ways, at varying rates.  We value the diversity of individuals 

within the school. All children at Nunney are treated fairly, regardless of race, 

gender, religion or abilities. We give children every opportunity to achieve their best.  

We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life experiences and interests 

when planning for their learning.   

 

High-quality care 
 

We aim to provide high-quality inclusive education for all children.  This includes 

identifying needs and disabilities early on so that extra help can be provided and no 

child is at a disadvantage when accessing their learning.    

  

We ensure we set realistic and challenging expectations that meet the needs of all 

of our children. We achieve this by planning to meet the needs of boys and girls, 

children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with 

disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, children of different 

ethnic groups and those from diverse linguistic backgrounds.  

 

The curriculum: what we want children to learn 

There are seven areas of learning in the EYFS curriculum. All areas of learning and 

development are important and inter-connected. There are three prime areas that 

are crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning and for 

expanding their capacity to learn. These are:  

● Communication and Language  

● Physical Development  

● Personal, Social and Emotional Development  

 

There are then four specific areas through which the three prime areas are 

strengthened and applied. These are:  

● Literacy  

● Mathematics  

● Understanding the World  

● Expressive Arts and Design  

Pedagogy: helping children to learn 

At Nunney, we consider the individual needs, interests, and development of each 

child in their care, and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable 

experience for each child in all areas of learning and development. We decide 

what we want our children to learn and then choose the most effective way to 

teach it. We know it is important to stimulate children’s interests, respond to each 

child’s emerging needs and guide their development through warm, positive 

interactions coupled with secure routines for play and learning.  
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We understand that play is essential for children’s development, building their 

confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set their own goals and solve 

problems. Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking part in play which 

is guided by adults. For most children their play is natural and spontaneous although 

some children may need support from adults. At Nunney, play takes place indoors 

and outdoors and it is in these different environments that children explore and 

discover their immediate world. It is here they practise new ideas and skills, they take 

risks, show imagination and solve problems on their own or with others. 

 

Enabling Environments 

At Nunney First School, we recognise that the physical and human environment plays 

a key role in supporting and extending the children’s development. We observe the 

children and assess their interests, development and learning, before planning 

challenging but achievable activities and experiences to extend their children’s 

learning.  

 

The EYFS classroom is designed to enthuse children to play, explore and learn securely 

and safely. It is arranged into learning areas, where children are able to find and 

locate equipment and resources independently. Being outdoors offers opportunities 

for doing things in different ways and on different scales than when indoors. Activities 

are planned and resourced for the children to access both inside the classroom and 

outside in ‘The Learning Garden’ which help them to develop in all seven areas of 

learning. 

 

Assessment: checking what children have learnt  

Assessment plays an important part in helping the school to recognise children’s 

progress, plan appropriate activities, and assess the need for support. 

 

During the first six weeks of term, each child completes The Reception Baseline 

Assessment. These are short, practical tasks which identify the child’s early literacy, 

communication, language and mathematics skills when they begin school. It is 

carried out by the class teacher  on a one-to-one basis. The main purpose of the 

Reception Baseline Assessment is to create a starting point to measure the progress 

schools make with their pupils. The data from the assessment will only be used by the 

Department for Education when each child has reached the end of year 6, to 

provide the baseline to measure the progress of each child’s year group from 

Reception to Year 6. The data from the assessment, including numerical scores, is 

not shared with parents, pupils, teachers, or external bodies, including schools, and 

there will be no published scores at pupil, school or national level. 

 

Assessment in the EYFS takes the form of observation by all adults working with the 

child. As part of our daily practice, we observe and assess children’s development 

and learning in order to inform our future plans. We record our observations in a 

variety of ways. 

 

Planning is based on each child’s ongoing formative assessment. We have long, 

medium and short-term plans to ensure continuity of curriculum coverage, but these 

are adapted to the needs of individuals and the class.  
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At the end of the year, the teachers will record each child’s level of development 

against the 17 ELGs as either emerging or expected. A written summary of these 

judgements is provided for parents. 

 

If there are any concerns regarding a child’s progress, the class teacher will discuss 

this with the child’s parents/carers. A strategy of support will be agreed upon and 

consideration will be taken as to whether the child may have a special educational 

need or disability that requires additional support. 

 

Self-regulation and executive function 

It is very important for children to be able to hold information in their mind, focus 

their attention, regulate their behaviour and plan what to do next. We also know 

how crucial it is for children to be able to self-regulate as it will help them to: 

• focus their thinking 

• monitor what they are doing and adapt 

• regulate strong feelings 

• be patient when waiting for what they want 

• be able to bounce back when things get difficult.  

 

Partnership with parents 

We recognise that children learn to be strong and independent through secure 

relationships. At Nunney, we aim to develop caring, respectful, professional 

relationships with the children and their families/carers.  

 

We know that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value 

the contribution they make. We understand and acknowledge the important role 

that parents and carers have played, and will continue to play, in educating their 

children. This sets the scene for children to thrive in the early years.  

 

We do this by: 

• talking to parents about their child before their child starts our school 

• inviting the children to spend time with their teacher in the classroom before 

starting at school  

• inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts 

school  

• using ClassDojo to share their child’s experiences, development and learning 

• encouraging parents to attend parents’ evening to discuss their child’s progress  

• providing parents with a written report on their child’s attainment and progress at 

the end of each school year  

 

This policy should be read in conjunction with the following school and Trust policies: 

• Admissions Policy 

• Behaviour Policy 

• Equalities Policy 

• Safeguarding Policy  
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• Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy 

 

 


